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Abstract

As information retrieval shifts toward LLM-
based interfaces and algorithmic curation, the
navigational, interpretive, and curatorial labor
of reading is increasingly performed by sys-
tems rather than readers. We contribute Wiki
Museum, a web-based design probe that makes
these acts explicit as part of an active and ““au-
thorial” reading practice on Wikipedia, and an
auto-ethnographic account illustrating the sys-
tem through one author’s rabbit hole into the
history of Wikipedia. We argue that the value
of Wikipedia rabbit-holing lies in the authorial
reading process, and point toward design direc-
tions that keep interpretive acts in readers’ hands.

Introduction

Wikipedia’s open, collaborative editing structure has
been described as realizing the death of the author and
the birth of the reader as author, blurring the bound-
ary between readership and authorship (de Vugt, 2010).
Wikipedia’s hypertextual wiki structure extends this au-
thorial power to the act of reading itself. When a reader
falls down a Wikipedia rabbit hole, following a curiosity-
driven trail of links across articles (Piccardi et al., 2022),
reading becomes a form of authorship. Internet artist
Chia Amisola frames this directly, arguing that hypertex-
tual web browsing is a performance of authorship and
creativity (Amisola, 2024). Wikipedia rabbit-holing is
authorship in this sense because readers make choices
about where to linger and which links to follow, produc-
ing a path and authoring an experience that is their own.

We foreground three key acts in Wikipedia rabbit-
holing: navigation, interpretation, and curation. Navi-
gation is the act of traversing a hypertext and producing a
traceable path (Liu and Almeda, 2026). Interpretation is
the making of meaning through association and context.
Curation is the deliberate collection and juxtaposition of
concepts as associations form and understanding grows.
Together, these acts constitute the reader-as-author. As
information retrieval turns toward LLM-based interfaces
and Al summaries (Glickman and Zhang, 2024), each of
these acts is compressed or delegated to a system. Algo-
rithmic curation similarly organizes and interprets knowl-
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edge on the reader’s behalf (von Davier et al., 2024)). The
navigational, interpretive, and curatorial labor that was
once the reader’s is increasingly performed by the system,
and the reader-author returns to the reader-consumer.

This paper extends our prior work on hypertextual
friction, a design framework that treats friction, struc-
ture, and traceability as design values for preserving user
agency on the algorithmic web (Liu and Almeda, 2025).
We contribute: Wiki Museum, a web-based Wikipedia
wrapper interface that supports navigation, interpreta-
tion, and curation as an authorial reading practice, and
an auto-ethnographic account tracing one author’s own
Wikipedia rabbit hole into the intellectual and cultural
history of Wikipedia, illustrating the system using its de-
fault curated topics list. We close with tangible future
study directions for designing systems that support user
agency in Al-mediated knowledge environments.

Wiki Museum & Auto-Ethnography

Wiki Museum makes explicit navigation, in-
terpretation, and curation as an authorial
reading practice on Wikipedia, and is avail-
able with a pre-populated default museum at
https://sophiawliu.github.io/fieldtrip/
#/museum-wiki/default/graph?museum=default.
Museum curators organize exhibits through the inten-
tional selection, juxtaposition, and contextual framing of
displayed items, shaping visitor interpretation by making
item relationships explicit. Where algorithmic curation
in personalized social media recommendations increas-
ingly fills this role (von Davier et al., 2024), Wiki Mu-
seum positions the reader as curator of their own evolv-
ing, curiosity-driven exhibit. Just as readers are authors
on Wikipedia, navigators are curators on Wiki Museum.
Navigation, interpretation, and curation are simultaneous
and interrelated acts rather than sequential ones, so we
make the arbitrary choice of detailing curation first.
Curation While reading a Wikipedia article, one en-
counters an expanse of text speckled with blue links, each
a potential path to a new article driven by personal cu-
riosity and active choice. By the end of a rabbit-holing
session, a reader has accumulated a collection of interre-
lated article topics that together form a new understanding
of some aspect of the world. This collection exists first
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in the reader’s mind, held together by the associations
formed through reading and navigating. Wiki Museum
gives that collection a form, allowing readers to import
a scoped set of Wikipedia pages, add and remove topics
as their understanding evolves, and explore the relation-
ships among them across three coordinated List, Wiki,
and Graph views.

Navigation & Interpretation Once topics are curated
and imported, the List view displays the scoped set. From
List view, the user can open each topic’s Wiki view which
pulls directly from the topic’s original Wikipedia page
except with embedded links constrained to the curated
topic set (Figure 1). The Graph view renders the en-
tire collection as a network of articles as nodes and their
links as edges, where clicking a node shows the article’s
incoming, outgoing, and mutual links among the scoped
set (Figure 2). Moving between these views allows under-
standing to evolve as associations emerge through reading
and inspecting the graph, and are made explicit through
its visualization, and readers can add or remove topics
from their curated set at any time.

Auto-Ethnography The default Wiki Museum collec-
tion reflects one author’s prior Wikipedia rabbit hole into
the intellectual and cultural history of Wikipedia. The
author began on the “Wiki,” article which led to “Hyper-
text,” “Ted Nelson,” “Computer Lib/Dream Machines,’
the “Whole Earth Catalog,” “Stewart Brand,” the “Coun-
terculture of the 1960s,” and “Intentional community,”
before returning to “Wiki.” Importing this initial curated
set into Wiki Museum and moving between the Graph
and Wiki views led to expected additions like “San Fran-
cisco Bay Area,” “Do it yourself,” “Hacker culture,” and
“Internet,” as well as unexpected ones like “Ayn Rand,”
“Tech bro,” and “Grok.” In this authorial reading process,
navigation, interpretation, and curation unfolded simulta-
neously and serendipitously via a flow between the three
views and an evolving curated museum scope.

Discussion

As our information ecosystem shifts toward algorithmic
interfaces, Wikipedia remains a site of authorial reading
process, where rabbit-holing affords navigation, interpre-
tation, and curation driven by the reader. Recommen-
dation systems and LLM-based chat and summary inter-
faces increasingly perform all three on the reader’s behalf,
removing friction in the name of efficiency. Wikipedia’s
hypertextual structure and full-length original articles
afford the serendipitous encounter with an unexpected
topic, the context surrounding a link, and the active choice
of what to read next. It is this interpretive labor that is be-
ing automated away, turning an active, authorial reading
process back into a passive one.

Wiki Museum is a design probe for this argument.
Even if an algorithm could curate a topically similar col-

lection, the value lies in the process of navigating, inter-
preting, and curating that collection (von Davier et al.,
2024). Wiki Museum points toward a design paradigm
that keeps these interpretive acts in the reader’s hands,
and raises the question of how future systems built on
or alongside Wikipedia and other human-authored media
might be designed to do the same.

Limitations of this work include a single-authored
auto-ethnographic account and no empirical user study
for the Wiki Museum system. Our ongoing work includes
tracing and comparing reading activity in Wikipedia rab-
bit hole sessions with real users, as well as expanding
these ideas in a full study. On the Wiki Museum interface
side, planned improvements include smoother integra-
tion between views to support a more seamless collapse
of navigation, interpretation, and curation, as well as a
force-directed Graph view to improve legibility. These
directions advance our work towards supporting authorial
reading process in an age of algorithmic mediation.
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Wiki Museum Playground

Curate a scoped Wikipedia for your favorite rabbit hole. Explore the pre-loaded default topics or upload your own to curate your own wiki museum. Use

the tabs to switch between the list, wiki, and graph views.

) (C

List view

C )

Upload topics

Wiki

Links limited to scoped Wikipedia pages (103 topics)

Contents hide
(Top) (disambiguation).
Characteristics Not to be confused with Wiiki or WIKY.
Editing Awiki (ki) © wick-
Source editing ee) is a form of hypertext
Example of syntax publication on the

internet which is

Visual editing . .
collaboratively edited
Version history and managed by its

Edit summaries audience directly

Navigation through a web browser.

A photo of the MediaWiki homepage, a
wiki software

March 25-26, 2026

Graph view

This article is about the concept. For its use as a nickname, see Wikipedia. For other uses, see Wiki

Editing display showing MediaWiki

markup language

Figure 1: Wiki view within Wiki Museum. Articles are fetched via the Wikimedia REST API and presented in a
simulated Wikipedia layout, with embedded links constrained to the curated topic set.

Full screen graph - 103 nodes - 691 edges

Close

Click a node to display ® incoming links, @ outgoing links, and ® mutual links. Incoming links are other pages that link to the page; outgoing links are other pages accessible from the page.

X
New Left
Robert A. Heinlein Wi
A Declaration of the Indep... .1 oo, Homebrew Computer Club Wiki
St Grateful Dead Communitarianism
DR ST e s
Bohemianism Cybernetics  Memex —
Self-sustainability MPlification Back-to-the-l. HOWIet-"g i n theory Collective intelligence
Jaron Lanier unousy LAY e Nel Internet forum Collective_intelligence
acisco Bay Area r
" Oma Wlow Over the Cuckoo's... Geoc Anti-authoritarianism o
e Global village Research Cent... = o0l [T e — History of the Internet
urming Man oy chedelia Stanford Douglas Engelbart History_of_the_Internet
Steve Jobs - Grok Sl
Tl wants © = Borsook g e e o DS Paychedelic drug
Laissez-faire World Wide Web Califorre - vin Kelly (editor) Elon Musk NLS (computer system)
.
! The WE” ” NLS_(computer_system
\ Buckminster Fuller | yirod (magazine) Computer mouse | 1, er culture _(comp! _SY:! )
Silicon Valley Furthur (bus) +vuole Earth Catalog .
— B NLS (computer system) "™ War Outeoi
Y Sistory of the Internet 5H:smry of PO ET utgoing 4
Individualism =~ rewart srand Military-industrial ¢ ARPANET
/A N e —— : Social network
AynR-=2 ~+ 1] McLuhan WA eingold e, Turn on, tune in, drop out
Vannevar Bush o nesey W Libertarianism Techn Electronic Frontier Founda... Social_network
Bootstrapping \ Tniversity of California, .. Vannevar Bush

PARC (rompany) he Mather of All De Hypertext
yBarlow estauc psychology

\

J. C. R. Licklider

Online community Social network

LSD ter Lib/Dream Machi1 Freema: Cypherpunk
Free and open-source softw... |y~
Technological utopianism "Ourself Age of Aquarius
MIT Media Lab “JO0 Techbro | Hippie
\ Internet

Collective intelligence 72! °"830 Internet culture

Figure 2: Graph view of a curated Wiki Museum collection.
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Nodes represent Wikipedia article topics and edges

represent hyperlinks between them within the scoped set. Clicking a node surfaces its incoming, outgoing, and mutual
links, making the relational structure of the evolving collection explicit.
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